T H E   D li F E N C E   OF   DEMOCRACY
which is based on the assertion of his worth and
validity as an individual, and the desirability of his
responsible freedom, be other than an aggravated and
corporate illusion?
The cause of this strange difficulty is ultimately
Marx's failure to define or describe the sphere of the
political. It is for him a world of illusion, which is yet
nearer to the reality than other forms of illusion, and in
particular, nearer to reality than the religious illusion.
But what is the meaning of saying that, as between two
illusions, one is nearer to reality than another? In what
docs the superiority of the political illusion over the
religious illusion consist? There can only be one
answer, on Marx's principles* The superiority of the
political illusion over the religious illusion must consist
in its superior power to change the world. Therefore,
political power does change the world. Thus, the first
step in the workers' revolution, according to The
Communist Manifesto, is for the workers 'to conquer
democracy', which is to conquer political power; then
they have acquired the power to change society.
Marxism tells them for what purposes to use their
political power when they have acquired it. But how
do they acquire political power? By achieving demo-
cracy. But how do they achieve democracy? By
telling those who possess political power that they
propose to establish themselves, the workers, as the
ruling class? To such a challenge there would, and
could be, no answer save civil war. And no complete
democracy has ever been achieved by such a threat.
Complete democracy is always established in the name
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